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MESSAGE

“A woman is the full circle. Within her is the power to create, nurture and transform.”
- Diane Mariechild

It gives me immense pleasure to commemorate the grand occasion of International Women’s Day. I extend
my heartfelt wishes to all women and salute them for their courage, tenacity and hard work. Their
compassion and strength are truly inspiring. Despite all the inequality and discrimination, they have strived
for excellence, fought stereotypes and emerged winners in every sphere of life.

We are not born equal; we are all born unique. Equality is not in the status of an individual, but a set of
condition that our society must always keep working on. For centuries, we have not been able to build a
balanced picture of our civilization. We have progressed by leaps and bounds, gaining access to the future,
but we still haven’t been able to create a future for everyone. It seems that mankind is walking a tight rope,
hoping to catapult into paradise — but the truth is, there will be no paradise, if it is not for everyone.

Women are naturally blessed with the power of creation; without them the existence of life is impossible.
They are a huge resource of untapped potential, which if used judiciously can take any nation to greater
heights. I truly believe that a nation cannot reach the pinnacle of success unless its women walk shoulder to
shoulder with men.

Modern medicine, politics, military, technology, entrepreneurship — you name any field and we can find
women succeeding by leaps and bounds. This is because anything requires skill, patience, resilience, and
intuition — all of which come naturally to women.

And yet, the most pressing concerns on world forum are that of Women’s Health, Women’s Rights,
Women’s Mental Health and Women’s Economic Empowerment. All these problems are interconnected;
they cannot be looked at as singular problems, we need to take a holistic, broadminded approach to restore
the dignity of our women.

I urge all women to stand firm in the face of criticism and inequality, and simply focus on attaining success
and staying true to yourself. Remember, discrimination wins when the discriminated against get distracted
by it.

I extend my warmest congratulations to Motherland Voice Daily Newspaper, Bhagidari Jan Sahyog Samiti,
State Legal Services Authority, Human Foundation and Yug Sanskriti Nyas, on the success of their special

event on the occasion of International Women’s Day 2022.

Jai Hind.
. ", 3y u‘lﬂ”\a/
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Message on International Women'’s Day 2022

International Women's Day is celebrated annually on 8 March. International Women's Day was
celebrated for the first time by the United Nations in 1975. It offers an opportunity to reflect on progress made, to
call for change and to celebrate acts of courage and determination by ordinary women who have played an
extraordinary role in the history of their countries and communities.

The theme for International Women's Day, 8 March, 2022 (IWD 2022) is, “Gender equality today for a
sustainable tomorrow”, recognizing the contribution of women and girls around the world, who are leading the
charge on climate change adaptation, mitigation, and response, to build a more sustainable future for all.

Advancing gender equality in the context of mounting climate crisis and pressing need for disaster risk
reduction is one of the greatest global challenges of the 215t century. Evolutionary history of human civilization
suggests that the most vulnerable and marginalized experience the deepest impacts of any global crisis be it
climate change, war or pandemic. Widely recognised discourses like ‘feminisation of poverty’ underline that
woman are increasingly being recognized as more vulnerable to adverse socio-economic changes than men,
under COVID-19 pandemic the global data on destitution, increased records of violence, higher drop outs from
formal education and job losses further highlight and affirm these propositions.

At the same time, women and girls are effective and powerful leaders and change-makers for larger
social well-being across borders. They are involved in sustainability initiatives around the world, and their
participation and leadership results in more inclusive and effective social change. Continuing to examine the
opportunities, as well as the constraints, to empower women and girls to have a voice and be equal players in
decision-making in every walk and sphere of life is essential to realise the goals of sustainable development and
greater gender equality. Without gender equality today, a sustainable future, and an equal future, remains

The United Nations Observance of International Women'’s Day under the theme, “Gender equality today
for a sustainable tomorrow”, marks and acknowledges the critical need for gender equality across the globe. The
theme for International Women's Day is aligned with the priority theme for the upcoming 66" Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW66): “Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in the
context of climate change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programmes”.

On this note, | take this opportunity to congratulate our local, states, national and global leaders for taking
up the issue with a remarkable vigour. Any act of social change is a gradual process and involves consistent
efforts by each and every stakeholder. As Elie Wiesel has stated “One person of integrity can make a real
difference”, therefore, each one of us need to identify our roles and do our bit to make a gender equal world, not
just in binaries of men and women but across gender identities.

Eoshueado-

Saket Kushwaha
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